ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  BOROUGH  OF  GREAT  TORRINGTON 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1945 


During  this  year  the  general  health  of  the  Borough  has  been 
very  good. 

There  have  been  -  46  Births:  26  boys  and  20  girls,  compared 

with  49  in  the  preceding  twelve  months. 

This  gives  a  birth  rate  of  15*3  per  1,000,  compared  with 
17*1  for  the  whole  of  Great  Britain  and  Northern  Ireland, 

Deaths  have  been  56  -  33  females  and  17  males. 


The  average  age,  excluding  three  babies  =  56*8  years. 


Death  rate  =  1 6*6  compared 

with  12*4  in  Great  Britain  and 

Northern  Ireland. 

Causes  of  Death:  Heart  Disease  .. 
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Tuberculosis:  There  are  19  cases  on  the  register  -  14  Pulmonary, 

3  affecting  glands, 

and 

2  osseous. 

Only  one  fresh  case 

has 

been  notified  during 

the  year 

There  have  been  no  deaths  attributable  to  Tuberculosis. 

Venereal  Disease:  All  cases  are  treated  at  the  Clinic  at  the  North 

Devon  Infirmary  at  Barnstaple. 

Care  of_ Premature  and  Illegitimate  Children;  Supervised  by  the  Devon 

County  Council  Health  Visitor. 

Infectious  Disease : 

A  sharp  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  in  May.  Very  few  cases 
were  notified,  probably  because  the  parents  did  not  send  for  the 
Doctor.  I  estimate  that  there  were  at  least  60  cases,  mostly 
affecting  children  below  the  age  of  five  years.  There  were  no  cases 
with  serious  complications. 

There  were  three  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  all  widely 
spaced  in  time  and  habitation. 

Diphtheria  Immunization  continues  and  is  carried  out  at 
the  Junior  School  by  kind  permission  of  the  Headmistress  at  10  a.m. 
on  the'  last  Friday  in  each  month.  Mrs.  Eastmond  still  very  kindly 
assists  me. 

Thirty-three  babies  of  one  year  were  immunized  in  the  year. 
There . should  have  been  49.  It  is  hoped  during  the  coming  year  to 
immunize  a  higher  percentage,  as  statistics  are  now  available 
showing  how  many  child  lives  this  measure  saves. 

In  my  last  report  I  drew  attention  to  two  bad  defects  in 
the  drainage  system.  No  action  has  been  taken  to  remedy  these. 

The  water  supply  has  been  plentiful,  due  to  the  abnormally 
rainy  summer,  and  quality  has  been  good,  except  for  the  presence 
of  lead  in  a  sample  taken  in  August.  The  cause  of  this  cannot  be 
explained,  as  it  was  taken  under  the  same  conditions  as  all  other 
samples. 


The  distribution  is  still  a  source  of  the  greatest 
annoyance  and  inconvenience  to  a  large  number  of  ratepayers. 
It  is  entirely  due  to  the  corrosion  of  the  mains  and  will  not 
be  improved  until  new  pipes  are  laid. 
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